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Chicago Gem Marks Centennial Milestone
Garfield Park Conservatory Celebrates 100" Birthday

CHICAGO (Jan. 14, 2008) — Garfield Park Conservatory —which first opened its doors to
the public in April 1908 — celebrates 100 years of innovation and botanical contributions to the
city and its visitors with year-long events, activities, shows and programsin 2008, all themed
“CHICAGOASIS: The Greenest Show on Earth.”

The celebration includes the unwrapping of a permanent new exhibit called “ Sugar from
the Sun,” on March 1. Built in the Conservatory’s historic Sweet House and funded in part by a
major grant from the National Science Foundation, visitors are plunged into the sensory life of
the Conservatory’ stropical collection — from mangos and bananas to oranges and papayas.
Visitors experience how the collection uses air, water and light to make sugar, the energy source
not only for plants but for all life on earth.

The party continues through summer 2008 with many birthday events, flower shows and
programs, as well as season-long music and arts festivals featuring ethnic folk, jazz and blues
musi cians, dance troupes and visua artists, as well as botanical displays celebrating the
Conservatory through the decades.

A horticultural masterpiece and historic landmark located amid the beautiful boulevards
of Chicago’s West Side, Garfield Park Conservatory was designed by celebrated |andscape
architect Jens Jensen. The largest public “glass house” in the nation, this beloved Chicago civic
and cultural institution displays hundreds of exotic species of palms, ferns, cacti and tropical
plantsin landscaped settings under sparkling-clear ceilings, as well as avariety of flora
showcased in beautiful outdoor gardens.

Garfield Park Conservatory has undergone dramatic revitalization during the past decade,
including renovation of several show houses and the addition of a six-acre walking garden. The
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